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7 s REPORT OF. COMMITTEE ON SEALS. 


‘The joint committed’ appointed to report suitable devices, &e., for 


‘ the-seala of the State; respectfully reéommend-the following: . ~ | 


The disc of the Br ‘eat seal to be two and one-half inches in diame- 
ter. 


tani semper liberi,” (in English, “Mountaineers always free, D is to 
be isserted in the circumference. In.the centre, a rock with ivy, 
emblematic of stability and continnance, and on the face of the rock 
the inscription: “June 20, 1863,” the daté of our foundation, as if 
“grayed with a pen of iron in the rock forever,” On. the rigkt of. 
the rock a farmer clothed in the traditional hunting shirt peculiar 
to this region, hi. right arm resting on the ‘plow-handles, and his 
left supporting a woodman’s aze, indicating that while our territory 
is partially cultivated, is still in process ‘of. being cleared of the 
original forest. ‘At his right, a sheaf of wheat and a cornstalk. On 
the left of the rock, a miner; indicated by a -pickaxe on his shoul- 
der, with barrels and lumps of mineral at his feet. On his left, an 
anvil, partly seen, on which rests a ‘sledge hammer, typical of the 
mechanic arts, the whole indicating the principal pursuits and re- 
sources of the State. In front of the rock and figures, as ifjust laid 
down by the latter and ready to be resumed at a moment’s notice, 


two hunter’s rifles, crossed, and surmounted at the place of contact ` 


by the Phrygian cap, ‘or cap‘ of liberty, indicating that our freedom 
and independence were-won and will be defended and maintained 
by arms. - 

The above to be also the legend, motto and device of the less seal, 
the disc of which should have a diameter of an inch and a half. 

“The reverse of the great seal to be encircled by a wreath compo- 
sed of laurel and oak leaves, emblematic of valor and strength, 
with fruits and cereals, productions oč our State. For device, a 
landscape. -In the distance, on the left of the disc, wooded. moun- 


tains, and on the right, a cultivated slope with the log frame house 


peculiar to this region. On theside of the mountain’a representa- 
tion of the viaduct on the line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
in Preston county, one of the great engineering triumphs of the ag 


with a train of cars about to pass over it. + Near the centre, a fae. ` 


tory, in front of ‘which a river with boats on the bank, and to the 
right of it nearer the foreground a derrick and shed appertaining to 


The obverse to bear the legend, “Stateof West Virginia,” the con- 
stitutional designation of our republic, which, with the motte “ Mon- 


2 


the production of salt and petroleum. In the foreground a meadow 
with cattle and sheep feeding and reposing, the whole indicating the 


. leading characteristics, padudan and pursuits of the State at this 


time. Above the mountains, &c., the sun emerging from the clouds, 
indicating that former obstacles to our prosperity are disappearing. 
In the rays of the sun, the motto “Libertas e Fidelitate, Qn Eng- 
lish, liberty from loyalty,) indicating that our freedom and inde- 
pendence are the result of faithfulness to the principles of the Des- 
laration of Independence and the National Constitution. 

The committee further recommend that the above device and 
motto for the obverse of the great seal, be also adopted as the coat 
of arms of the State. 

The committee annex a photograph of a drawing of the proposed 
devices, &c., for which they are indebted to the kindness and taste 
of J. H. Diss Debar, Esq., of Doddridge county. They are also 
under obligations to the same gentleman and to several members of 
the Legislature for suggestions which are embodied in the devices 
and mottoes above described. 

‘The committee further recommend the adoption of the subjoined 
joint resolutions. P. G. Van WINELE, 

Chairman Joint Committee. 
Resolved by the Legislature of West Virginia : 

1. The legend mottoes and devices reported by the committee on 
on the subject, are hereby adopted as the legend, mottoes and de- 
vices of the coat of arms and great and less seals of the State, re- 
spectively. 

2. So much of the report of the said committee as is descriptive 
of thesaid legend, mottoes and devices is hereby directed to be pub- 
lished with hege resolutions in the volume of the acts and joint 
resolutions passed at the present session of the Legislature. 

8. The Governor is authorized and requested to have engraved a 
great and less seal, of the dimensions, and bearing the devices, &c., 
recommended by the said report, the same to be the only legal offi- 
cial seals of the State; and also to oe proper. ‘presses for con- 
veniently using the same. 


~ 


a 


